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If you are interested in the history of the Parish, the 

‘Kempsford Days Gone Bye’ Facebook Page has an amazing 

collection of old photographs. 

If anyone has any additional old photographs that they 

would be happy to share, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Thank you. 

The Forge and High Street 

The High Street looking up towards The George 



KEMPSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Teresa Griffin, Winterwood, Whelford, Fairford, Glos. GL7 4EB 

Tel: 01285 713691     Email: clerk@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 

www.kempsfordparishcouncil.net 

Parish Councillors Email Tel. 

Mr Tony Williams (Chair) tonywilliams@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 01285 810628 

Mr Jerry Stokes (Vice-chair) jerrystokes@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 07834 369645 

Mrs Christine Nugent  christinenugent@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 01285 810306 

Mr Mark Strange markstrange@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 01285 810635 

Mr Philip Nickson philnickson@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 07801 295331 

Mrs Karen Saunders karensaunders@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 01285 713155 

Mr John O’Connell johnoconnell@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 01285 810512 

 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 

Meetings will continue to be held via Zoom video conferencing software until 

further notice. 

If any member of the public wishes to participate, please contact the Clerk 

for further information. It would also be helpful if the topic of any questions 

to be asked could be provided in advance.  

Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7.45pm 

Tuesday 11th May 2021 at 7.45pm 

 

MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Copy for the above Newsletter to Teresa Griffin by 

MONDAY 19TH APRIL 2021 PLEASE 

Email: clerk@kempsfordparishcouncil.net 







 



Waste Water Problems in Kempsford 

Houses, particularly in the Holford Crescent and Lancaster Road area of 

Kempsford, have been suffering from waste water problems which have made 

the downstairs toilets, washing machines and Dishwashers unusable. The 

problems were traced back to the pumping station near the Church, where the 

2 pumps were damaged and were unable to disperse the waste. Tankers have 

had to be called to remove the waste before they can repair the pumps. The 

pumps were damaged by materials which should not have been disposed of 

down the toilets or sinks.  

Please do not dispose of items such as disposable nappies, sanitary items and 

wet wipes down the toilets as these contain plastic which do not break down. 

Fats and oils should not be disposed of down the sink as they cool to form 

“Fatbergs” in the system. 



 

 

Your Community Alerts is Gloucestershire Constabulary's new, free messaging 
system that enables residents, businesses and community groups to participate 
in a two-way exchange of information about what is happening throughout the 
county. Whether you live in Gloucester, Cheltenham, Tewkesbury, Stroud, the 
Forest of Dean or the Cotswolds you can receive up-to-date messaging about 
incidents that may affect you. 

Don’t worry, we won’t bombard you with every incident. You can choose exactly 
the type of alert you wish to receive. For example, you can help tackle crime by 
registering for witness appeals or keep ahead of those traffic jams by registering 
for road closure alerts. The aim is to send relevant information which is chosen 
by you and together we can make a greater impact on the prevention and 
detection of crime and anti-social behaviour in our communities. 

The service is entirely free and you can receive the messages in a way that suits 
you. You may subscribe to alerts via text, an alert through the mobile app, a text 
or a voicemail. The choice is your hands. 

For more information visit – www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk 

An example of the type of alert is the recent Courier Fraud incidents -  

 



Kempsford Village Hall Regular Bookings 

 

 Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays  Sunday   

AM 10:00-11:00 
Pilates 

Rona Bennett 
07885 991673 

      

PM 15:30-16.30 
Rainbows 

Caroline Gooch 
 

11.15 – 12.00 
Fit Steps 

Adriana Mattos 
acsmattos@gm

ail.com 
07975 648194 

12.00 to 13.00 
Pilates 

Janice Koo 
Jvkhoo@aol.com 

01285810249 

12:00-14:00 
Post Office 

  

E
vening 

  19.00 – 20.00 
Pilates 

Rona Bennett 
07885 991673 

15:30 to 17:00 
Brownies 

Ms Philippa 
Griffin 

01285 810754 / 
0779 3562704 

  

 19:45-21:45 
Parish Council 

Meeting 
(monthly, 3rd 

Tuesday) 

20:00-21:30 
Village Hall 

Meeting 
(monthly, 2nd 
Wednesday)  
 

  19:00 – 20:15 
Yoga 

Charlie 
McKenna 

07885759879 
yoga@atwest
cottage.com 

 20.00 to 21.00 
Yoga 

Charlie 
McKenna 

yoga@atwest
cottage.com 

(except 3rd 
Tuesday of 

month) 

 20:00-21:00 
Meditation and 

Gong –  
Shilpa 

Vadlamudi 
07809548174 

 

  

 

See http://kempsford.net/villagehall/calendar.php for the up to date Events Calendar which will vary week by 

week. 

KEMPSFORD VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

 

*Hannah Dickens, Chair 
*Joy Cross, Secretary 
*Amy Durban, Health & Safety 

*Mark Britt, Vice-chair 
*Mel Denny, Bookings Secretary 
  Louise Jeffrey, Safeguarding 
   

*Jo Colson, Treasurer 
*Kate Collins 
  Mark Strange, Parish Council Rep. 
 

* Denotes Trustee 

 

To contact any Committee Member email infokempsfordvillagehall@kempsford.net  

 

New members are always welcome 



Kempsford School 
Viscount Weymouth Educational Trust. 

 
The Weymouth Trust is looking for a new Clerk. Could you help us? 
 
The role is not time consuming or difficult and can be undertaken by a 
parent or indeed anyone interested in helping the school. 
 
The Trust was founded in 1709 and among the first trustees were John 
Faulkner, William Battersby and William Arkell (hence the names of the 
school’s houses). 
  
Time involved: we have 3 meetings a year which last approximately 45 
minutes. 
Tasks –  

 Preparing the agenda for meetings and distributing by email. 

 Taking the Minutes of the meeting followed by distributing by email. 

 Collecting the quarterly bank statements from the school office. 

 Preparing simple annual accounts. 

 Completing the annual Charities Commission return online. 

 Arranging purchase of the gift for the Year 6 Leavers (often this is a 
bible) and annual awards vouchers. 
 

For more information please contact Mark Strange (01285810635) or 
Richard Caswell (01285810270) 
 



ST MARY’S KEMPSFORD WITH ST ANNE’S WHELFORD 
Contact details for the parish 

Rev Kim Brown - 01285 810954 or  revkimbrown10a@gmail.com 
Lay Preacher – Rob Mitchell 01285 712821 

Church wardens: Elizabeth Emberson  dizzylizzie@sky.com 
or  Keith Howlett - 01285  712268     keith.howlett1@btopenworld.com 

or there is a Facebook page The 5 Villages 
 

April 2021 
 

Spring has arrived and finally green shoots are beginning to poke their 
heads above the cold ground to seek after some warmth. That perhaps 
sums up how we all feel, after such a long dark winter. At the same time 
as spring brings us hope, so does the news about the vaccine rollout and 
the long- awaited reduction in infection that has threatened our health, 
our family lives and our way of life so affected by the pandemic. 
 
In the church calendar, it is not a coincidence that Easter also brings us 
news of new hope and fresh starts. During the season of Lent, we 
examine our hearts and lives – seeing where we might have developed 
bad habits or forgotten to care for others – and we prune out of our lives 
this dead wood, so there is room for new growth can come.  
 
On Good Friday, we remember Jesus dying on the cross, and we gather up 
all our old bad habits to him, say sorry and let them go. At the 
Resurrection which we celebrate on Easter Sunday, all the old rubbish is 
taken away, the slate is wiped clean and each of us is offered a fresh 
invitation by God to start over, to live joyfully and fully, to find love, light 
and hope again after a long dark winter.  
 
We will be celebrating Holy Week outdoors in the churchyard at St. Mary’s 
this year, with a service on Palm Sunday (28th March) at 9.30am, and on 
Easter Sunday (4th April) at 9.30am. There will be an Easter egg hunt for 
the children in the churchyard after the Easter Sunday service. We’d love 
to see you there; please bring a garden chair if you’d like a seat.  
 
With love, Rev Kim.     
 



CHURCH SERVICES IN KEMPSFORD AND WHELFORD  

Sunday 28 March Palm Sunday at 9.30am Outdoor service in the 

church yard at St Mary’s, Kempsford. 

Sunday 4 April Easter Sunday at 9.30 am at St Mary’s Kempsford:   

A Family friendly service outdoors followed by an Easter Egg hunt for 

children. 

 

Until we have further information from the government on the next 

stage in their road map we cannot give more details about services 

after Easter. 

Any updates to this information will be published on the Facebook 

pages of Kempsford Village and The 5 Villages and in the next 

newsletter. 

And also on the website: achurchnearyou.com 

The services streamed by the South Cotswold Team Ministry every 

Sunday on  

 www.worship-at-home.weebly.com will finish at Easter. 

Morning Prayer takes place every weekday from 8 am on the Facebook 

page The 5 Villages. 

St Mary’s, Kempsford is open on a Wednesday and a Saturday for 

private prayer and St Anne’s, Whelford is open on a Friday. 

Contact Rev Kim Brown revkimbrown10a@gmail.com   

Rosemary Andrews (PCC Secretary) on 

rosemary.andrews@btintinernet.com  if you would like further details. 

 

 

 



 

 

REMEMBERING SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS 

 

Small acts of kindness made a big difference to so many during the pandemic.   

Help us to celebrate the kindness shown by people in our area.  

 

Were you were part of a group offering help to others?  

Please tell us about this. 

 

Would you simply like to thank someone for kindness shown? 

 

We now know that a copy of the book we are putting together will go into 

Gloucestershire Archives as an historical record. Please help us to record and 

celebrate the many acts of kindness which happened over the last year.  

Simply, send a message to Ann and Myra at 

collectingrainbows4PCC@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

Collecting Rainbows 

Moments of Joy & Inspiration 

 

 

 



Building Repairs at St Mary’s church, Kempsford 

Over the coming weeks building repair works are due to take place at 

St Mary’s church in Kempsford.  St Mary’s has been awarded £12,000 

towards this vital work from the government’s £1.57 billion Culture 

Recovery Fund which is administered by Historic England, with the 

rest coming from our fabric fund reserves.  These reserves mainly 

originate from legacies received over a number of years.  The work 

should not affect access to the church for normal worship (subject to 

Government Covid-19 rules). 

The upkeep of our churches in Kempsford and Whelford is an 

ongoing task, made more difficult by their age and status as grade 1 

and grade 2 listed buildings respectively.  Further work on St Mary’s 

church will be needed as well as work on the porch and guttering at 

St Anne’s church in Whelford.  Whilst it is hoped we will be able to 

secure further grants for some of this work, it is likely that we will 

have to fund part of the repairs ourselves and will be targeting some 

of our fundraising towards this. 

If you would like any more details of the works or would like to make 

a donation towards the repairs please contact Rev Kim Brown or 

myself. 

 

Keith Howlett 

Church Warden 

Kempsford with Whelford PCC 
 

 
 



 

FRIENDS OF FAIRFORD & LECHLADE  

COMMUNITIES 

(Reg. Charity No: 1180059)  

YOUR LOCAL CHARITY  

Serving Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. 

(Formerly League of Friends of Fairford Hospital) 

News and Information from your Community Friends 

 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FUND RAISING EVENT 2021 

This is the second year this important fund raiser for Community Friends has been cancelled 

due to Covid-19.   The event normally raises between £17,000 and £20,000 p.a.  If you would 

like to donate please do so via our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk or by sending a 

cheque made out to ‘Friends of Fairford’ and posting to Ms Andrena Miles, AMM 

Bookkeeping and Accountancy, 2nd Floor, 11 High Street, Fairford, Gloucestershire GL7 4AD 

We thank you in anticipation of your support. 

  

CHARITY SHOP 

We are looking forward to reopening on 13 April subject to the Government not having to 

change its current plans.   

 

 

CHANGES TO ARRANGING VOLUNTARY PATIENT TRANSPORT 

The process for requesting a driver for transport to and from appointments has changed.  

Bookings should now be done directly through Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities.  

You will no longer need to request a driver through either Hilary Cottage or Lechlade Medical 

Centre receptionists.   

 

If you require transport to and from your hospital/doctor/dental appointments please contact 

Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities direct through the following methods: 

Telephone: Between 10.00-13.00hrs Monday-Friday:  07540 798226 

If the line is busy you will be able to leave a message and a member of the patient team 

will call you back 

Email:   voluntarycarservicelof@gmail.com 
 

If you want to make a donation to Community Friends you can do so online through our 

website  www.friendsoffairford.org.uk or by sending cheques made out to ‘Friends of Fairford’ 

and posting to Ms Andrena Miles, AMM Bookkeeping and Accountancy, 2nd Floor, 11 High 

Street, Fairford, Gloucestershire GL7 4AD 

Information on what we do can be found on our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk and the 

names of our existing team of trustees are listed on the Charity Commission’s website.  

 

Graham Hewitt, Chairman 

Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities (Reg. Charity No. 1180059) 
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People For You 

Your Free Volunteer Befriending Service  

People For You provides a free volunteer befriending service covering 

Fairford, Lechlade and surrounding villages in the south Cotswolds. 

We wanted to share some particularly wonderful news.  People For You has 
been awarded 3 years’ funding from the National Lottery Community 
Trust.  As you can imagine, this is tremendous news and ensures our 
continued longevity. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Community Trust for their support in ensuring that this vital service 
continues to flourish in the community. 
 

The principal aim and activity of People For You is to bring people 

together.  We have been operating now for 13 years, thus ensuring our 

place as an established and recognised service offering support to lonely, 

isolated and vulnerable people in the community.  So if you or anyone you 

know is feeling cut off – for whatever reason – please do get in touch or, 

alternatively, if you would be interested in volunteering for our service, 

again please do get in touch.   

Contact Us 

For more information please give Sue (Black) a call on 07810 630167 or email 

info@peopleforyou.co.uk.  Please also visit our website:  

www.peopleforyou.co.uk.   

“Before I had my visitor, my only companion was the television.......The 

special quality of the service for me is that now I have something to look 

forward to every week, whereas before I never knew when I would next have 

someone to talk to”. 

People For You is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) charity no 

1186817.   



 

 

We are trying to increase awareness and access to the NHS National 

Diabetes Prevention Programme (NDPP) for residents within the 

Gloucestershire area. 

The Gloucestershire Diabetes Prevention programme is a free service 

for people who are at high risk of developing type 2 diabetes.  

The Diabetes Prevention Programme is a behaviour change 

programme where people learn about, diet, physical activity and 

strategies to improve their overall health, all aimed at reducing their 

risk of developing Type 2 Diabetes. 

Normally, people access the programme through their GP however, 

due to the pandemic  and the subsequent pressure that our GP 

practices are facing, for a limited time we have enabled a self-

referral option via the Diabetes UK ‘Know Your Risk Score’ – a check 

list of questions that can determine a person’s risk factors - This has 

also enabled the programme to become more accessible to people 

within the area. 

The risk tool can be accessed via the link below: 

https://riskscore.diabetes.org.uk/start 

More information about the programme can be found at 

https://preventing-diabetes.co.uk/gloucestershire/  

 



Walk 3: Whelford Pools, Lakes by Yoo and Bowmoor Sailing Lake 

Distance: 3.1mi  Elevation: 21ft  Time: 1:03:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we are visiting 3 different zones – firstly the Whelford Pools Nature Reserve 

(WPNR) which belongs to the Gloucestershire Wildlife trust (GWT). Secondly Lakes by Yoo 

to see some posh box like houses, which like marmite, you either love ‘em or hate ‘em, 

and thirdly for the sporty types, Bowmoor Sailing Lake. Here besides sailing you can pad-

dleboard or swim.  I did this walk in trainers but mid-March is too early for that as there 

are some very muddy bits! 

The walk starts at the WPNR carpark which is 

~100m after the Dudgrove turning. After you 

have got into the reserve you will see a new 

bird hide – have a look across the lake from 

inside (pic 1). Go to the left and next you will 

see the dipping platform. We (GWT volun-

teers) recently extended this (with help from 

Bruce Arkell’s farm) – you may interested in 

trying identify what is in the pond (pic 2). On 

the left there is a fishing lake, and on the 

right you can hide behind a screen (again 

built by GWT volunteers) to spot cormorants, 

egrets, terns, swans and duck.  Sometimes 

you can be here and the word has gone 

around that the lesser spotted “don’t ask 

me” has arrived from Siberia to create excite-

ment amongst the “twitchers” …. 



At the end of the path go across a bridge (pic 3). On 

the bridge you are looking towards Bowmoor Sail-

ing Lake – turn right (the left turn is very muddy – 

you’ll experience this on the return). There is an in-

terpretation map showing some of the foot paths.  

Carry on for perhaps ½ mile, with the Conservation 

Lake on your left and trees on your right. Then you 

will see the latest lodges that are being built on the 

Lakes by Yoo development (pic 4 taken just before 

entering the site). They are bigger than the original 

2-storey boxes. We can now walk through LbY on 

various footpaths, thanks to battles fought by our 

clerk and others! Today we going to the first main 

junction just after a building that looks as if it will 

serve some purpose for the residents rather than 

being a dwelling. All will become clear soon no 

doubt. The track curves around and you will have a 

mini lake on your right and more new lodges ahead. 

Take the left turn at the signpost and walk along a “fenced in” path. After a few minutes 

you will come to the Bowmoor Lake where if you want a shorter walk turn left. However I 

turned right and walked anti-clockwise around the lake, past the Coln Country Park car 

park (track wet here but in the summer you could park here and go part of the way with a 

buggy or wheelchair) and then past the entrance to the sailing lake. Soon we will be able to 

swim. Helen and her mates would be doing this now if it was open but March is too soon 

for “all bones and no meat” me.  

Pic 5 shows a view across the lake so you can see 

where you have come from. Now the only tricky 

bit – finding the return route to WPNR but there 

is now better signage (pic6). This path is fenced in 

on both sides and was muddy with no escape. 

After 5 mins or so you will get back to the bridge 

and on to the car park. 

Some of the walks are now on the KPC website 

(Parish News tab) so you can look at the pictures 

on a computer and in colour!  

Thank you for some encouraging comments, and 

no I cannot be open to bribes for next months 

route! 

 

Richard Caswell  



CLOTHING COLLECTION—MARCH 2021 

Kate Griffin and Hannah Sampson would like to thank the residents of the par-

ish for donating their unwanted clothing; the collection raised £468.00 and 

weighed 1.5 tonnes! 

The next collection will be in June—date to be confirmed. 

 

TRACING ANCESTORS FROM KEMPSFORD 

A resident has received a request from someone who runs an ancestry website 

to pass the word around that he is interested in tracing his ancestors from 

Kempsford by the names of 

Bullock, Fincher and Truemen 

If anyone has any connection with these names could they please contact him 

nickkeen1@yahoo.co.uk    His name is Nick Keen.  

 

RAINBOW SPACES - 1st KEMPSFORD RAINBOWS 

I run the 1st Kempsford Rainbows Unit in Kempsford. We all meet on a Monday 

afternoon. Currently our meetings are virtual using Zoom and we have adapted 

the way we do things - our range of activities from crafting, baking, magic show 

and mug painting. 

From 29th March we are able to meet again face to face outside. We will be 

meeting on Kempsford Field opposite Village Hall and School. The girls have 

asked for a variety of things they want to do including more cooking 

(outdoors!), growing things and looking at nature, craft activities, meeting ani-

mals and most importantly to able to be together again. 

So calling all girls from 4-7 from Kempsford, and Fairford and surrounding villag-

es, (you don't have to be from Kempsford) come and join us. 

If you want to know more please contact me on 

 1stkempsfordrainbows@gmail.com or pm me 



Church Wardens Elizabeth Emberson Email:dizzylizzy@sky.com  

 Keith Howlett  01285 712268 

Church Choir Mrs Cathy Stanford  713033 

Church Bells Iris Lewis  810770 

Kempsford School Mr Richard Mendum (Head Teacher) 810367 

Chairman of School Governors Darren Jeffrey chair@kempsford.gloucs.sch.uk 810875 

Farmors School Mr Matthew Evans (Head)  712302 

Kempsford Village Hall  Bookings                                        Mel Denny villagehallbookings@kempsford.net  0734 1901986 

Whelford Village Hall & bookings Sue Griffin 374croft@gmail.com 712979 

Kempsford Angling Club Mr J Hussey  810446 

Kempsford Brownies Philippa Griffin https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/  

Cricket Anthony Axel-Berg  07766222951 

Royal British Legion Mr A Hill  810035 

Soldiers, Sailors & Airman’s Acc.(SSAFA) Mr & Mrs A Hill  810035 

Scottish & Southern Electricity   0800 072 7282 

Thames Water   0800 316 9800 

Non-emergency Police Contact   101 

NHS 111 Service  (when less urgent than 999) 111 

Environment Agency Floodline—0845 9881188 General Enquiries - 03708 506 506 

Bulk Refuse (phone to book)  01285 623000 

Highway Matters & Street Light Faults  highways@gloucestershire.gov.uk 08000 514 514 

Kempsford Hand Bell Team (Beaubells) Iris Lewis  01285 810770 

Cotswold District Councillors Steve Trotter 

Stephen Andrews 

Steve.trotter@cotswold.gov.uk 

Stephen.andrews@cotswold.gov.uk 

07710 405323 

01285  719924 

Cotswold District Council   623000 

Gloucestershire County Council   01452 425000 

  Out of hours Social Care issues only 01452 614194 

Gloucestershire County Councillor Mr Raymond Theodoulou raymond.theodoulou@gloucestershire .gov.uk 

01285 752000 

Constituency MP Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown cliftonbrowng@parliament.uk 01242 514551 

Parish Council Clerk 

(see Parish Council page for Councillors) 

Mrs Teresa Griffin teresagriffin@kempsfordparish 

Council.net 

0781 8626158 

Newsletter items Mrs Teresa Griffin As above 0781 8626158 

Kempsford Website  www.kempsford.net  

Kempsford Parish Council Website  www.kempsfordparishcouncil.net  

Village Organisations & Useful Contacts 

 

Kempsford 

‘Kempsford Village’ 
‘Kempsford Mums & Dads’ 

mailto:Stephen.andrews@cotswold.gov.uk

